
 

 

 

August 20, 2020 

Good Morning Raiders,  

Last evening, Fulton County Schools engineers upgraded our AHS server in order to improve our Internet 
performance. I am so grateful and looking forward to seeing how that improves the virtual experience 
across our classrooms. For students at home, please remember to restart your computer every day and go 
through the process of receiving updates. Those directions have been e-mailed home in written form as well 
as a short video from our Media Specialist Ms. Pam Kelly.  

Another quick reminder that teachers take attendance during the synchronous portion of the daily lesson, 
and during that time, we do ask that students turn on their camera. We also ask that all students choose one 
of the Microsoft backgrounds so that we are not seeing a student's personal surroundings. We have 
directions for how to change your background on our website and all of our teachers have those directions 
as well. As I visited classrooms yesterday, about 70% of students had a Microsoft background but we need 
100% of our students to cooperate with this AHS Universal Remote Learning Norm. Students may need to 
receive a Microsoft update in order to have this capability.  

Also, in terms of attendance. Parents please do not worry about errors in attendance for a specific class this 
week. Our district is changing the way attendance is taken this year and it is taking a few trials to get it 
correct. For example, students may have absences logged for Advisement but we did not require students 
to attend advisement this week so that is an error and one we will ignore. The main goal this week is to 
ensure that all students enrolled at AHS have been marked present and participating for at least one day 
correctly so we do not erroneously withdraw a student at the end of the day Friday as a No Show. 

Speaking of Advisement, beginning next week, AHS will have dedicated time to devote to the Social and 
Emotional Learning (or SEL for short) of our students. Utilizing an interactive platform called ReThink 
Education, teachers will engage students in age-appropriate lessons that are designed to support social and 
emotional health. The curriculum for SEL covers topics like stress-management, support systems, empathy, 
and fairness to name a few. The lessons will take place in Advisement on Mondays and Fridays only 
between our lunches from 12:09-12:39 and will continue throughout the school year. 

Seniors, reminder to plan to attend the Fall 2020 Senior Meeting on Monday at noon. Save the Date!  

That's all for today Raiders!! Stay Safe! 

Dr. Kersey 


